The Book of Acts 21

Acts 21:1
*Chapter Twenty-One divides into two sections: the conclusion of Paul’s Third Missionary Journey (vv. 1-26) and his Journey to Rome (vv. 27-40).  Apparently, Luke wanted Theophilus to have the inspired travelogue of Paul’s journeys which have benefitted multitudes through the centuries! Luke recorded the reality of Paul’s testimony: “But none of these things move me, neither count I my life dear unto myself, so that I might finish my course with joy, and the ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify the gospel of the grace of God” (Acts 20:24). Having been warned about coming dangers, Paul stopped at Tyre, Ptolemais, and Caesarea before reaching dangerous Jerusalem, only to be beaten and imprisoned!  Luke recorded the 50 days and 7 weeks between Passover and Pentecost.
*The plural pronoun “we” included Luke, Sopater, Aristarchus, Secundus, Gaius, Timotheus, Tychicus, and Trophimus (Acts 20:4), his “mighty men.”  Luke said nothing about financing the 9 travelers! 
*The physician’s “medical log” became a “travel log,” giving detail about the 60 nautical mile trip from Miletus to Coos (“prison”), 50 mile trip to the island of Rhodes (“rosy”), and the 65 mile trip around the southern tip of Asia Minor to Patara (“basket”).  These were apparently day-time trips!
Acts 21:2-3
*In the providential working of the Lord (cf. Ps. 37:23), they found a “ship” going across the four hundred mile non-stop trip to Phenicia (Phoenicia), along the coast of Israel, north of Mt. Carmel and which included Tyre and Sidon. As an eyewitness on the ship, Luke saw the Island Cyprus (Acts 4:36; 11:19-20; 13:4) on the left hand and sailed to the country of Syria and her city Tyre (“rock” [11x]). The inhabitants of Tyre had heard the Lord Jesus preach the gospel (Lk. 6:17).  Apparently some disciple, perhaps Philip, started the Tyre Baptist Church.  The ship reached her destination and unloaded ware. 
Acts 21:4
*The Apostle Paul’s manner was to look for biblical churches throughout Israel. Because of Saul’s persecution, Baptists scattered from Jerusalem and established churches throughout. Scripture affirmed, saying, “Then had the churches rest throughout all Judaea and Galilee and Samaria, and were edified; and walking in the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were multiplied” (Acts 9:31). *With the news of his conversion, the churches were edified and multiplied!  The Tyre Baptist Church was the product of Saul’s conversion.  Can you imagine the conversation with Paul: “As an unsaved man you slaughtered some of our family and friends! Now, you are such a blessing that we want to fellowship with you and your converted men” (Gen. 50:20).  The Baptists fellowshipped seven days (no doubt including a church service) and some of the church members prophesied through the Spirit that he should not go to Jerusalem (Acts 19:21; 20:22-23; 21:10-14)! 
Acts 21:5-6
*After seven days, the “ship” (ploion [67x]) left, and Luke revealed that the church members with their wives and children, accompanied the nine men out of the city and to the shore. (Imagine the fond memories those adults and their children would have as they ministered to Paul and the mighty men!). *They kneeled down on the shore and prayed no doubt for the safety of the mighty men and Paul!
	*The men boarded back on the ship and the church members of Tyre Baptist Church returned home. 
Acts 21:7
*Re-boarding the same ship at Tyre, they sailed about 28 miles south around the Mediterranean coast to Ptolemais.  They saluted the members of the Ptolemais Baptist Church and abode with them one day. 
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